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Cancer research career is a long-distance race 

WHAT WE MAY  
NEVER KNOW 

WHAT WE KNOW 

THE UNKNOWN 

EVERY LITTLE STEP COUNTS 



European Science Foundation  
NatureJobs Blog (2012) 

How would your define successful career in science? 

FACTORS FOR DEFINING SUCCESS IN SCIENCE CAREERS 

Independence 

Generation of new research ideas  

Production of research relevant to society 

Funding Awards 

Publications 

Quality of research infrastructure 

Quality of working environment 

Flexibility 

Security 

The impact of research on society 

Personal satisfaction/quality of life 

(International) networking and professional contacts 

Diversity (including gender) 

Employment 

Leadership position 

Attractiveness to next generations 

Salary/income (in relation to national system) 



Private 
Funding 

Spanish  
Regional  
Funding  

RESEARCH CAREER IN SPAIN  

FECYT 



RESEARCH CAREER IN SPAIN  

PROFESSIONAL POINT OF VIEW  

Networking, Establishment of links between research centers, 
Knowledge of new methods or equipment, Access to databases or 
samples..  Opening new possibilities.. 

CURRICULAR POINT OF VIEW 

Usually settled with several scientific articles that are essential to be 
able to request a reincorporation contract. 

PERSONAL POINT OF VIEW 

Living in a new country, knowing their customs, perfecting a second 

language, interacting with new people.. 



UNDERGRADUATE 

MASTER 

PhD 

Postdoc 

Principal Investigator 

GOOD NEWS 

1- Biomedical research has never been more 
intellectually exciting and important to 
society.  
 
2- Science offers a constant challenge and 
the intense thrill of discovery. 
 
3- Science is one of the most international 
careers possible. 
 
4- If you are successful (and lucky), you will 
be happy in science by passing the skills and 
knowledge you have developed to the next 
generation.  

BAD NEWS 

1- Only a small minority of Ph.D. students 
will ever have opportunities to become 
principal investigators (PI) 
 
2- If you become a PI, at present you will be 
old enough by the time you receive your 
first research grant project. 
 
3- As PI, you will have to put extremely 
efforts into writing grants to get funding for 
your lab and for maintaining your group. 
 
4- As senior researcher you will not be 
poor, but you will be far worse than other 
professionals who have similar levels of 
talent, energy and dedication, but who 
chose other careers.  

SOCIETY DESPERATELY NEEDS YOUR TALENT  



TIPS FOR A SUCCESFUL RESEARCH CAREER 
MENTOR - SUPERVISOR 

FUNDING MENTORING 

WRITTING – REVIEWING EARLY 

Writing early: To acquire all the skills required for scientific 
writing. It is important to practice, therefore the earlier, 
the better.  
Reviewing early: has several advantages such as critical 
attitude, staying updated with current science, 
understanding the biomedical editorial process.. 

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP ATTENDING TO CONFERENCES 



TIPS FOR A SUCCESFUL RESEARCH CAREER 
RESEARCH COLLABORATION- NETWORKING 

Collaboration, networking, and multidisciplinary team efforts are CRITICAL. 
In fact, several studies support that simply being in an open network 
instead of a closed one is the best predictor of career success. 

COLLABORATING WITH INDUSTRY 

These days and probably even more in the future, governments are finding 
it increasingly difficult to fund basic science. The production of patents, 
licenses or setting up commercial spin-off companies in academia can 
provide funding to your group. 



SCIENTIFIC DISSEMINATION TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC INTERPERSONAL SKILLS 

Creative 

Persistent 

Optimist 

Good communicator 

Committed  

Negotiation skills 

Problem solving 

Time management 

Passion 

........... 

SCIENCE NEEDS MORE VISIBLE WOMEN 

Although looking for fame is 
a waste of time, in practical 
terms, recognition is needed 
to maintain funding and to 
attract talented researchers 
to our laboratory. 

TIPS FOR A SUCCESFUL RESEARCH CAREER 
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ETHICS AND RESEARCH INTEGRITY 

Principles 
Honesty in all aspects of research 

Accountability in the conduct of research 
Professional courtesy and fairness in working with others 

Good stewardship of research on behalf of others 

There are several other facets to ethics which you may need to consider during your 

research career: animal, human, and bio/radiological ethics. 

 Many countries now have national policies and procedures to ensure research ethics, and 
recently an international initiative called the “Singapore Statement on Research Integrity” has 
been developed as part of the 2nd World Conference on Research Integrity, 21-24 July 2010 

Responsibilities: Integrity, Adherence to Regulations, Research Methods, Research 

Records, Research Findings, Authorship, Publication Acknowledgement, Peer Review, 

Conflict of Interest, Public Communication, Reporting Irresponsible Research Practices, 

Responding to Irresponsible Research Practices, Research Environments, Societal 

Consideration 



 
 

Thank you! 

 
Dra. Angélica Figueroa Conde-Valvís 


